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Abstract 
This article attempted to investigate the significance of the Islamic and Asian 
Civilization Course (TITAS) according to the point of view of non-Muslim students to 
form a harmonious view towards Islam besides forming and cultivating racial unity in 
Malaysia. This study was also conducted with expectations that TITAS will be the 
impetus to create moral awareness amongst non-Muslim students towards Islam and 
Muslims other than giving ideas that multiracial is assimilable through TITAS. This 
matter was aligned with the objective of the Islamic Civilization study for non-Muslim 
students and the goals of TITAS introduced in 1983. This study was conducted using a 
quantitative approach involving 203 non-Muslim students from Universiti Pendidikan 
Sultan Idris as the study sample. The mean was 3.81 which depicts a high-level 
achievement of the goals and objectives of TITAS. This showed that TITAS was able 
and managed to predispose moral awareness amongst non-Muslim students towards 
Islam and Muslims. It is also proposed that TITAS continues to be maintained as the 
mainstream syllabus beyond the pre-university level. 
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A. Introduction 
The study of Islamic and Asian Civilization (TITAS) is one of the 
courses introduced in Institute of Higher Education Malaysia (IPT) by the 
Ministry of Education Malaysia (KPM) in 1983 (Yatim, 1995), which then 
became a requirement in all IPT by 1997 (KPM, speech by the Minister of 
Education, 1997). The two initial objectives of the introduction of the study 
of Islamic and Asian Civilization in IPT were, first, to provide 
understanding to all IPT students about the role of Islam as one of the 
civilizations and ways of life in the world as well as its contribution to 
world civilization. Second, to extinguish doubts about Islam as the official 
religion of the country that may occur in a multiracial society. In this 
context, TITAS is viewed as one of the solutions to unite Malaysians who 
are of different ethnicities to achieve the country’s vision of forming a 
nation-state as envisioned by all Malaysians. This is because the study of 
Islamic and Asian Civilization (TITAS) is a compulsory subject for all 
students regardless of their race and religion (Selamat, 2014). 
According to Rahman and Sulaiman (1995), the objective of 
making the study of Islamic and Asian Civilization (TITAS) a requirement 
for non-Muslim students is to achieve two desires, the first is to expose 
non-Muslim students not only to Islamic civilization but to its 
achievements and system that once stood high in history, as well as its 
contribution to the world civilization. Second, to develop rational thinking 
and diminish fear, misunderstanding, and prejudice amongst non-Muslim 
students towards Islam, as a preparation to form a multiracial society in 
harmony and understanding, thus evoking non-Muslim students the 
status of Islam as the official religion of the country that needs to be 
respected. 
Based on the two objectives mentioned above, it is clear that the 
mission and vision through education, specifically the study of Islamic 
and Asian Civilization (TITAS) is to achieve the goal of the National 
Education Philosophy (FPN) which is achieving a prosperous and 
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harmonious multiracial society. The goal set in the National Education 
Philosophy is to produce better individuals who believe in God, 
knowledgeable and competent, who possess high moral standards, and 
able to contribute to the harmony and betterment of a multiracial society 
(Selamat, 2014). The values targeted in this goal of FPN show that the 
government, through education, is caring and concern about the efforts in 
producing moral-inducing elements amongst the multiracial society in 
Malaysia. 
Today’s daunting challenge in nurturing moral values in this 
globalization era is the lack of moral values such as respect, patriotism, 
teamwork, and others that are disappearing each day amongst Malaysians 
regardless of race, culture, language, and religion. Malaysians, especially 
teenagers prefer to follow and idolize Western trends like its fashion 
sense, entertainment, way of speaking, and many more negative trends 
from the West that demote the moral values, ethics, and aesthetics of 
Malaysian society. 
The ongoing issue of the globalized hegemony that is getting out 
of hand these days has paved the way for the study of Islamic and Asian 
Civilization (TITAS) in becoming a required and significant subject in IPT. 
According to Bakar et. al (2009), the study of civilization becomes a beacon 
for students to be more and well-informed of the history of the many 
ethnicities in Malaysia. This is further explained by Za’ba (2009) who 
emphasized that the discussion of civilization has to be based on religion. 
For example, the Malay civilization is based on Islam which covers all 
aspects of human life. The objectives of the study are to: 
1. Study the views of the non-Muslim students in UPSI towards the 
role of the study of Islamic and Asian Civilization (TITAS) in 
increasing moral awareness towards Islam and its believers. 
2. Examine the role of the study of Islamic and Asian Civilization 
(TITAS) as the medium in producing a multiracial society with 
high moral values. 
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B. Literature Review 
According to the statistics in 2019, there were 32.6 million people 
in Malaysia, in which 29.4 million people were not citizens (Berita Harian 
Online, 2020) and the remaining were citizens. Amongst the citizens, 69.3 
(20.4 million) percent were natives, 22.8 percent (6.7 million) were Chinese 
whereas 6.9 percent (2.03 million) were Indians and other races made up 
to 1.0 percent (0.29 million) of the number. Meanwhile, Islam dominated 
the religion composition in Malaysia in 2019 with 63.3 percent, followed 
by Buddhism with 19.8 percent, Christianity with 9.2 percent, Hinduism 
with 6.5 percent, other religions with 1.7 percent, and atheism making up 
to 0.5 percent (Wikipedia.org/wiki/Demografi_Malaysia). 
The aforementioned statistics of race and religion composition in 
Malaysia clearly show that Malaysia is made up of multiple races. 
According to Zaharuddin (2014), the world views Malaysia as a unique 
country because of the various ethnicities. However, this uniqueness has 
brought upon several social issues that yearn for one solid and consistent 
system to maintain and protect the prosperity and harmony achieved. 
Education is one of the solid and consistent systems that can maintain and 
protect the prosperous and harmonious relationship between races. Tun 
Abdul Razak in his speech on 23rd January 1971 (Aziz, Sabri & Nordin, 
2014), stated that “the best way to nurture unity is through learning and 
education. The schools in our country have to be utilized as a farm in 
which the seeds of unity between races are cultivated”. 
Therefore, one of the subjects that have been meticulously planned 
and prepared by the government to achieve racial unity is the study of 
Islamic and Asian Civilization (TITAS). There are a few studies conducted 
by previous researchers who studied the contribution and role of the 
study of Islamic and Asian Civilization as the agent of racial unity. 
 
C. Method 
This study was conducted using a quantitative approach involving 
203 non-Muslim students. The respondents were required to answer 21 
questions regarding their views towards the study of Islamic and Asian 
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Civilization (TITAS) as the catalyst of moral awareness towards Islam and 
its believers to develop racial unity amongst non-Muslim students. The 
decision to opt to quantitative approach was the right choice as it fits the 
research objectives which are to study the views of the non-Muslim 
students and Muslims and to examine the role of the study of Islamic and 
Asian Civilization (TITAS) in raising high moral awareness amongst non-
Muslim students towards Islam and its believers. 
 
D. Result and Discussion 
Based on the results of data collection and data analysis used as 
samples in this study, namely as many as 203 non-Muslim students, the 
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me into an 
individual who is 
devoted to my 
religion 
3 15 43 (61) 86 56 (142) 
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A14 TITAS successfully 
provides an 
understanding of 
Islam as a 
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Overall mean        3.8072 
The findings from the questionnaire for item A1 to A21 proved 
that a majority of the non-Muslim students agreed that the study of 
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Islamic and Asian Civilization (TITAS) has brought a positive impact 
towards their moral awareness in terms of personality, belief system, 
determination, views towards Islam and positive paradigm shift. The high 
mean score for each item which is between 3.6453 until 3.9505 shows that 
a consistent agreement towards the discussed items. This also proves that 
the respondents agreed that the objective of Islamic Civilization education 
for non-Muslim students is relevant to the goal of Islamic Civilization 
education introduced in 1983 and the National Education Philosophy. 
Furthermore, these findings show that the government’s sincere intention 
and purpose in introducing the study of Islamic and Asian Civilization 
(TITAS) to all students is relevant. This is supported by the very high 
overall mean score which is 3.8072. 
This study is attempted to examine the valuable insights of TITAS 
on enhancing the more awareness for racial unity in disseminating the 
points of relevance through the non-Muslim perspective. In this view, the 
incorporation of having a mutual line of responsibility and patriotism 
should be brought to develop moral skills amongst the students across the 
diverse background.  
TITAS with its distinctive points has been able to expand the 
management of individual and social development amongst non-Muslim 
students in understanding Islam and Muslims. With enhancing their 
moral awareness, TITAS continued to maintain the components of racial 
understanding towards diversity in the country, through providing 
syllabus with pre-university level. 
 
E. Conclusion 
The Islamic and Asian Civilization course (TITAS) course is 
established as a medium in developing moral values, a sense of 
responsibility, and the spirit of patriotism. This is aligned with the 
aspiration of the Ministry of Higher Education that prioritizes the 
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inclusion of moral values, nationalism, understanding towards culture 
and civilization, self-awareness, and interaction skills amongst multiracial 
students as recorded in the Malaysia Education Development Plan 2015-
2025. 
Therefore, the TITAS course should be further improved and 
upheld as a compulsory subject in higher education institutes, be it public 
or private institutions in Malaysia. TITAS has become a relevant impetus 
in developing a nation-state specifically in globalizing students’ values 
and culture. The exposure that students receive from studying 
civilizations helps to develop a sense of understanding and respect 
amongst Malaysians who are of different religions, races, ethnicity, and 
culture. This is such an important matter especially for the upcoming 
generation who will soon lead this country. 
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